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Artist Statement 
 Model Home is a site-specific sculptural installation of a staged domestic space using 
heavyweight drawing paper to create to-scale components from furniture and light switches to electrical 
outlets, rugs, picture frames and baseboards. Stemming from my own personal struggles with American 
cultural expectations of adulthood, marriage, homebuying and building a family, this installation uses 
furniture store displays and model homes as a reference and a metaphor for the American ideal; the 
commodity of a perfect domestic space marketed specifically for status, an unattainable goal. The 
“American Dream” of getting married, owning your own home, having 2.5 children and a dog becomes a 
failed promise, especially due to economic insecurities after the 2008 subprime mortgage crisis.    
 Labor is important - both in the making of the work and also as a mirror to the repetitive labor 
one does in the home - decorating, cleaning, cooking, mending and repairing. This completely white 
space draws attention to the impossibility of keeping domestic spaces clean. The investment to labor in 
the home becomes a signifier of value, and that value becomes a representation of status. Model Home 
attempts domestic perfection but fails.   
 Rooted in a strong foundation in traditional drawing, this work expands the definition of 
drawing beyond the two-dimensional picture plane and into three-dimensional space. I am interested in 
using two-dimensional terms like facsimile, verisimilitude and trompe l’oeil to describe these three-
dimensional works to call attention to the space functioning as image rather than reality, much like a 
model home. In Model Home, verisimilitude techniques are implemented to allude to a “real” domestic 
space. Trompe l’oeil, literally meaning to fool the eye, functions in this work when the viewer is fooled 
by some of the paper components; the light switches are near facsimiles of a “real” light switch. This 
attempt at verisimilitude is futile and somewhat antagonistic. Walls, outlets, light switches, baseboards 
and crown molding aren’t immediately recognized as paper. This slow reveal creates a distrust in the 
viewer as to what has a structure underneath and what does not. This mistrust in the space is also a 
reference to the fluctuating mistrust with the homebuying industry, especially after the mortgage crisis 
and economic decline. Paper suggests fragility, impermanence and vulnerability, referencing the 
uncertainty of the housing market.  
 Model Home embodies the empty promise of the American Dream as every component is the 
same color, off-white, where little texture is present, a lack of self-expression usually seen in personal 
domestic spaces. Both the installation and model homes are staged to appeal to many; a space onto 
which one can project their domestic dreams. Model Home is a space the viewer/consumer would like 
to picture a life in but cannot. The consistency in color and texture also serves as an emptiness, a 
draining of life. This emptiness also calls attention to the societal pressures to “stay on trend” with the 
ever-changing interior design fads. In the midst of a consumer driven American culture placing pressure 
on society to have a “perfect” home, I hope viewers will reconsider their role as family member versus 
consumer and balance their investment to the home with their investment to the family. The home in 
service to the family, not the family in service to the home.    
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